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Separate Rooms

For “Silent Room”, the duo skoltz_kolgen imagine a suite of psychic landscapes.

By Marie Lechner (translated by Lucinda Catchlove)
Daily: LIBÉRATION Wednesday, 26th September 2007
Silent Room DVD Box Set + 2 audio CDs. Performing at Emergences festival the 28th and 29th September at 9pm, Maison de 
la Villette, Paris.

One hesitates in front of the intercom displayed on the screen. First names, room numbers. Randomly, one presses at the 
door of these strangers with curiosity and apprehension. Room 382. Arto is huddled in his chair, head gripped in his hands, 
a greenish hue under the obsessively sizzling wan neon.  His head covered in metallic letters pounds on the walls like the 
hammers of a typewriter, covering the white walls with black words. Room 123, shuffling in his slippers behind the grill of an 
elevator, Uber, in his white pajamas, bent under the weight of the empty birdcage that he lugs upon his back. Room 993. An 
insomniac man peers at the passing seconds on the infernal clock through a magnifying glass, counting sheep and patiently 
lining up little marks similar to those on the walls of prisons. Room 779. In her kitchen where the pallid carcasses of pigs 
hang, Eleonor tenderly irons… a steak!

Public voyeur
On entering Silent Room, the visual and sound poem of the Canadian duo skoltz_kolgen that is finally available on DVD, we 
penetrate the intimacy of sixteen characters, wandering in their interior landscapes, confined in their head and the visions 
that inhabit them. We are thrown against the padded walls of their psychic hell. No words, no dialogue, no silence either, but 
sounds and images that contaminate one and another, bodies dancing obscure rituals, playing croquet with a ball of thread 
while awaiting the mortal cut of Fate’s scissors. Beastly carcasses and emaciated bodies, ravaged by time, wizened, awaiting 
winter under a naked tree where the pages of a calendar have replaced the leaves which fall inexorably. Silent Room’s door 
is closed again on us, caught in the trap of these claustrophobic rooms, unsettlingly too full or too empty, like Milka’s room, 
#527, where heads of decapitated dolls pile up. Solitary beings cut off from the outside world, they seem to be ignored even 
when in a couple.

In the moving tableaux created by skoltz_kolgen - with the help of tens of thousands of numbered and animated 
photographs, video sequences and other images captured by a video surveillance camera - image and sound accumulate and 
infect to create a space that is sensual, synaesthetic, unnerving.
Silent Room is a long-term project that unfolds in multiple directions. Installation project to begin with, then feature film 
presented at the Némo festival in 2004, the work finally resides in a precious box, with a DVD, a book, and a new audio 
extension that furthers the meditations on intimacy, isolation, interior space. “Our initial desire was to project each of these 
sixteen segments in the rooms of an old hotel in Argentina,” recounts the duo. “Imagine the smell of those rooms, their old 
walls, their unwashed floral carpets, used beds, old abandoned objects… The spectators would take the elevator, wander 
through the corridors, penetrate each room, be seated on a bed or an old chair surrounded by the smells and intimate 
objects of Gustav or Eleanor. The DVD medium allowed us to return to our initial idea and to let the audience trace their own 
itinerary.”

State of the soul
Five years after the original concept, Dominique Skoltz and Herman Kolgen invited a dozen artists to compose a piece using 
their private sonic environment. Apartment Music invites us to put an indiscrete ear to the walls of Sébastien Roux, Akira 
Rabelais, Ryoichi Kurokawa, as well as Scanner. The sound of steps, a floor that creaks, a clock that chimes, a radiator 
that hums or a droplet that reverberates, the musicians rework these familiar sonorities in their intimate and minimal 
compositions. The second CD, Chamber Music, plays with the conventions of chamber music: nine musicians furnished audio 
fragments that the Canadian duo rearranged into their own compositions. “There was perhaps, unconsciously, the idea to 
offer a larger spectrum than the film. The box isn’t just a box for the DVD, but a place – a room – bringing together many 
states of the soul, different moods.” The pair present Silent Room in the framework of the Emergences festival, in a version 
remixed for three large screens. 


